
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
Approved April 8, 2020 

 
The following are the minutes of the City Council Electronic Meeting of the Herriman City Council.  The 
meeting was held on Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the Herriman City Hall Council Chambers, 
5355 West Herriman Main Street, Herriman, Utah.  Adequate notice of this meeting, as required by law, was 
posted in the City Hall, on the City’s website, and delivered to members of the Council, media, and interested 
citizens. 
 
Presiding:  Mayor Pro Tempore Clint Smith  
 
Councilmembers Present:  Sherrie Ohrn, Steve Shields and Mayor David Watts 
 
Staff Present:  City Manager Brett Wood, Assistant City Manager Tami Moody, Assistant City Manager Wendy 
Thomas, Community Development Director Blake Thomas, Police Chief Troy Carr, City Recorder Jackie 
Nostrom, Finance Director Alan Rae, Director of Operations Monte Johnson, Public Works Director Justun 
Edwards, City Attorney John Brems, Communications Manager Jonathan LaFollette, City Planner Michael 
Maloy, Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation and Events Anthony Teuscher, Police Lieutenant Cody 
Stromberg, and Unified Fire Authority Precinct Chief Dom Burchett. 
 
Councilmembers Excused:  Jared Henderson  
 
5:00 PM - WORK MEETING: (Fort Herriman Conference Room) 
The City Council Work Meeting for March 25, 2020 was cancelled. 
 
7:30 PM - GENERAL MEETING: 
1. Call to Order 
City Recorder Jackie Nostrom called the meeting to order asked for a motion to nominate a Mayor Pro 
Tempore to conduct the meeting.  
 
Councilmember Ohrn moved to nominate Councilmember Clint Smith to serve as the Mayor Pro Tempore.  Councilmember 
Shields seconded the motion, and all voted aye.  
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The meeting was turned over to Mayor Pro Tempore Clint Smith to conduct the City Council meeting. 
 

1.1. City Council Comments and Recognitions 
Mayor Pro Tempore Smith thanked everyone for attending in person or electronically.   
 
Councilmember Ohrn said in addition to the threat of the virus, the City had experienced an earthquake since 
their last meeting.  In situations like this, it was important for the City to ensure that the water system was 
functioning properly.  There were only two issues with the water system after the earthquake, and both were 
remedied swiftly, and there were no negative effects on water quality.  
 
Councilmember Smith noted Item 3.3 of the meeting was the State of the City Update from the City Manager.  
He would address how the City was preparing for and responding to COVID-19 and the earthquake.  
 
Councilmember Shields applauded staff for their efforts in keeping the City running, even with remote working 
conditions.  Mayor Pro Tempore Smith echoed those comments.  
 
Mayor Watts noted he was participating electronically because he had ill previously, and he wanted to uphold 
the directive put in place by Incident Command which would require him to be quarantined for a 14-day 
period.    
 
2. Consent Agenda 

2.1. Approval of the February 26, 2020 City Council meeting minutes 
2.2. Approval of the Monthly Financial Summary 
2.3. Approval of an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement between Herriman City and the Salt Lake 

Area Metro Gang Unit  
2.4. City Council Authorization to Declare and Dispose of Surplus Vehicles  

Mayor Watts moved to approve the Consent Agenda as written.  Councilmember Ohrn seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
Councilmember Jared Henderson Absent 
Councilmember Sherrie Ohrn Aye 
Councilmember Steven Shields Aye  
Councilmember Clint Smith  Aye 
Mayor David Watts  Aye 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
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3. Discussion and Action Items  
3.1. Discussion and consideration of an Ordinance adding Section 5-2-2 to the Herriman City 

Code prohibiting the discharge of firearms within City Limits with some exceptions - Justun 
Edwards, Public Works Director 

Public Works Director Justun Edwards presented an updated ordinance prohibiting the discharge of firearms 
within City Limits with some exceptions.  He noted language was added to address the Urban Care Program, 
exceptions for shot guns, exception approvals, appeals, and self-defense.   
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Smith mentioned the Council had made the decision to add shot guns to this ordinance 
as an exception.  In their previous conversation, they had discussed appropriate size of shot.  That language 
was also included in the ordinance. 
 
Councilmember Shields appreciated the engagement of the residents regarding this ordinance.  Councilmember 
Ohrn agreed and thanked staff for addressing all of their concerns.  
 
Councilmember Ohrn moved to approve Ordinance No. 2020-09 adding Section 5-2-2 to the Herriman City Code prohibiting 
the discharge of firearms within City Limits with some exceptions.  Councilmember Shields seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
Councilmember Jared Henderson Absent 
Councilmember Sherrie Ohrn Aye 
Councilmember Steven Shields Aye  
Councilmember Clint Smith  Aye 
Mayor David Watts  Aye 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

3.2. Discussion and Consideration of a Resolution adopting rules governing the use of Electronic 
Meetings for all City Committees and agencies and consenting to Planning Commission's 
adoption of the same rules - Jackie Nostrom, City Recorder 

City Recorder Nostrom recommended the City Council adopt policies and procedures for all City Boards and 
Commissions to allow for the flexibility to have City meetings electronically during times of emergency.  She 
noted that the City did not previously have an ordinance addressing electronic meetings.  They used the State’s 
procedure as a baseline and adjusted it to fit the specific needs of Herriman City.  
 
Councilmember Shields moved to approve Resolution No. R10-2020 adopting rules governing the use of Electronic Meetings for 
all City Committees and agencies and consenting to Planning Commission’s adoption of the same rules.  Councilmember Ohrn 
seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
Councilmember Jared Henderson Absent 
Councilmember Sherrie Ohrn Aye 
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Councilmember Steven Shields Aye  
Councilmember Clint Smith  Aye 
Mayor David Watts  Aye 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

3.3. State of the City - Brett Wood, City Manager 
Mayor Pro Tempore Smith said the past few weeks had been interesting.  Not only were they facing the rapid 
spread of COVID-19, they also experienced an earthquake last week.  They were very fortunate to live in a 
community that had always taken emergency preparedness very seriously, and the City had many plans in place 
to handle these situations.  They already had networks in place to check on neighbors and friends.  The City 
declared a State of Emergency on March 19, 2020.  This declaration positioned the City to receive any State or 
Federal funds to help with the aftermath of this pandemic.  Staff had done a great job of keeping the City 
moving.  He stated the health and safety of Herriman residents had been and always would be the first priority 
of the City.  He asked all members of the community to heed the directions of the CDC and the Health 
Department to help slow the spread of disease.  This included washing hands frequently, avoiding contact with 
those that were sick, staying at home as much as possible, and cleaning surfaces consistently.  Staff had 
witnessed an increase in residents going outside and using park facilities.  While it was nice to see people 
outside, it came with potential challenges.  The City was doing its best to keep facilities clean, but they would 
likely have to limit public access sin the future.  The increased use of trails had also brought parking concerns 
at trailheads.  
 
City Manager Brett Wood provided an update to the Council and the public regarding how staff was preparing 
for and responding to the pandemic.  Prior to the announcement from the State about closures, Herriman City 
staff was already watching the spread of COVID-19.  They took proactive measures immediately, which 
included taking inventory and ordering supplies, and setting up the Incident Command Structure.  Once the 
announcement was made by the State, they immediately started closing certain parts of City Hall, talking about 
personnel and who might be high risk, cancelling all media events and meetings.  They discussed how to get 
employees working at home and switching to teleconference meetings.  When the earthquake hit, the Incident 
Command Structure knew what to do and immediately started checking infrastructure and services throughout 
the City.  For everyday functions, they had divided their workforce in half, with people working in shifts.  This 
protocol would continue until they had the assurance that there was no longer a virus threat.  He specifically 
thanked the IT Department for helping them transition to remote working and electronic meetings.   
 
Police Chief Troy Carr said public safety was a critical City service.  Their prime directive was to make sure 
they could respond to 911 calls.  It was crucial they kept their law officers from getting sick.  This is why they 
separated the work force, and their shifts were such that the crews were never in the building at the same time.  
The Police Department was closed to the public, including family members of the officers, and they were 
consistently decontaminating the building.  It was key for the community to know the government was not 
shut down.  They needed to know that the Police Department was fully operational.  They were asking people 
if they were able and willing to accept contact by phone for non-priority calls to keep the officer’s contact with 
the public low.  There had been an increase in domestic violence over the past few weeks.  One of his concerns 
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was having to investigate deaths in the future, as the virus progressed.  Death investigations were a big 
consumer of both time and equipment, and the officers would be more exposed to the virus.  
 
Assistant City Manager Wendy Thomas reported on the status of City parks.  The department was in contact 
with other cities and the County to coordinate the potential closure of parks and amenities.  The current plan 
was to close down restroom facilities, water fountains, the skate park, basketball courts, and playgrounds.  They 
wouldn’t be using caution tape at their facilities, but they would be putting up signage and trusted that the 
residents would follow the rules.  She was concerned about trails and trailheads, and hoped that it would not 
come to a point where those amenities were also closed.  The big summer events had not been cancelled yet.  
 
Councilmember Ohrn questioned how the City would patrol or enforce the closure of parks.  Chief Carr said 
that he was nervous about restricting people’s freedoms.  He hoped they wouldn’t come to a point where the 
police department was patrolling the streets making sure people were inside.  He said education was key to 
enforcing the closure of public amenities.  He worried about exposing officers to the virus for low-priority 
contacts, such as people playing on closed playgrounds.  He wanted to use law enforcement sparingly in that 
regard.  He hoped people would regulate themselves so that law enforcement didn’t have to.  
 
Public Works Director Justun Edwards spoke about the infrastructure of the City.  Public Works was also 
working with split crews to perform essential functions, but projects that required a larger crew had been 
pushed off.  The virus would not affect the water system at all.  He described the protocol response to the 
earthquake and he assured the Council the water system was safe.   
 
Manager Wood said staff was not just thinking about today, but they were planning for long-term effects.  They 
were planning for the worst and hoping for the best.  Staff was working on the budget, although they’ve had 
adjust to consider the potential effects of the closures, including sales tax and the housing market.  
 
Assistant City Manager Tami Moody reported the Economic Development Team had been actively working 
with local businesses so they could continue to let the public know which businesses were open and what types 
of services they offered.  Many businesses had cut back but were still offering curb-side pickup and other 
options.  Economic Development had also been meeting with potential new businesses coming in the City.  
The State and Federal Governments were putting together programs that would assist businesses that had 
financial hardship due to this event.  
 
Manager Wood was confident they had the right team in place to work through these difficult times.  
 

3.4. City Manager Updates - Brett Wood, City Manager 
There were no updates. 
 
4. Future Meetings 

4.1. April 2 - Planning Commission meeting 7:00 p.m. 
4.2. April 8 - City Council work meeting 5:00 p.m.; City Council meeting 7:30 p.m. 
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5. Adjournment 
Mayor Watts moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:51 p.m.  Councilmember Shields seconded the motion, and all present 
voted aye.   
 

I, Jackie Nostrom, City Recorder for Herriman City, hereby certify that the foregoing minutes represent a 

true, accurate and  complete  record of  the  electronic meeting held on March 25, 2020.   This document 

constitutes the official minutes for the Herriman City Council Meeting. 

 
 
      

Jackie Nostrom, MMC 

City Recorder 

 


